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The passion for caltiTstiDg exotic trees is not new. The 
possibility of iacFeasing the productive capacity of a coun- 
try through the introduction of some foreign tree of first- 
rate importance has long occupied the attention of the most 
enlightened niral economists. This desire to increase the 
value of forests by the introduction into them of the best 
trees of foreign countries has been a powerful stimulant to 
botanical and especially to dendrological research ; it has 
vastly increased the interest in horticulture, and extended, 
sometimes dangerously, it is true, the possibilities of the 
gardener's drt. The purely economic results, however, ob- 
tained in northern Europe and in the United States during 
the last fifty years of great activity and interest in the intro- 
duction and cultivation of exotic trees are not encouraging. 
While Europe been able to enrich and beautify her orna- 
mental plantations from the forests of America, and espe- 
cially from the greqt coniferous forests of western North 
America, and from those of western and soutbem Asia and 
the Caucasus, European forests, planted with the object of 
producing timber only, are still, with a few English excep- 
tions, exclusively composed of half a dozen species of trees, 
native of central Europe. This is not the result of preju- 
dice nor of ignorance. European foresters have long studied, 
and are still actively and widely studying, the possibility of 
profitably introducing on a large scale various foreign trees 
into their great artificial forests. The results thus far ob- 
tained, however, from these investigations show that while 
a foreign tree may often possess very great value in orna- 
mental plantations, it is the native trees only of a country 
which can always be safely depended upon in that country 
to make profitable money returns to the planter. 

Europe has done little to beautify the plantations of New 
England ; the Norway maple, the horse chestnut, which 
must now be considered a European tree, the elm, the 
beech, the birch, the willow and the larch, none of them, 
in our climat«, equal in mere beauty to their American con- 
geners, with the exception, perhapa, of the willow, are the 
only European trees which seem capable of reaching any 
great age or development in this State. Western Asia has 
given us the ginko, the mulberry and the ailanthus, really 



